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The scare business is good around Halloween. The “Haunting Season,” when elaborate 

haunted houses, theme parks and other attractions open to eager crowds nationwide. 

For the past two years past I’ve done roundups and Top 10 lists of the most awarded, 

elaborate and popular Halloween attractions nationwide, and these are still pretty 

current. Also, last year I wrote about how the Big Apple got its own full-blown new scare 

attraction, returning this season, courtesy of an established Los Angeles favorite. But 

this year I take a look at the cutting edge of fear. 

Traditionally a mix of staged props, live actors and special effects like flashing lights and 

fog machines were used to shock audiences. But the haunting business has evolved, and 

now the top attractions are upping the ante with new technology and approaches. 

According to the industry group for scares, the Haunted Attraction Association (HAA), 

virtual reality, interactivity, and blackout experiences – indoors and out – are the top 

trends. 

The HAA says it is seeing technology play a major role this season, especially the rise of 

virtual reality, the single biggest new development. “Last year our attractions used 

technologies in ways like never before. In 2016, our members have raised the bar and 

outdone themselves yet again,” said John Eslich, HAA President, via release. “Guests are 

not only having the chance to interact with the attractions, but now they’re also the 

leaders of their own destiny – whether it’s breaking out of an escape room, navigating 

a blackout maze or surviving the night at an outdoor sleepover – the guest is in full 

control…that is, until fear takes over. We’re proud that our members are again pushing 

the envelope to continually enhance the guest experience.” 

Here are some top examples of how these trending elements are being used around the 

country this Haunting Season: 

Virtual Reality: The hottest scare trend for 2016, VR experiences at haunted attractions 

include Creepy Hollow Haunted House outside Houston, which debuted a Virtual Reality 

Zombie First Person Shooter Game. Guests wear a VR headset which simulates being in 

a dark area with just a pistol and flashlight. Participants can hear zombies coming from 

all directions and must use the light to find and dispatch them before they get eaten.  

Blackout: Being afraid of the dark is arguably our most primal fear, and just this subtext 

has been the plot of many recent horror movies. For this reason, blackout experiences 

have proliferated like mad in recent years at top scare attractions, and the trend shows 

no sign of slowing. “People naturally feel uneasy in the dark,” says Eslich.  

Outdoor blackout events relying more on natural settings than heavily produced sets 

are another hot trend, echoing the popularity of the hit film Blair Witch Project. 

So, which setting will you choose this year?  
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